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PREFATORY NOTE

It 15 proposed here to publish m a convement form
all available Siyanichirya’s mtroductions to s commen
taries upon the Vedie Samitds Asfar as koown tous,
these have not seen the hght sofar Much material has
been utrhsed i the course of preparing the press copy and
the editing of this W1k No pam has been spared and no
work bearing upon our test has been left unconsulted Every
attempt has been made to make 1t as useful as possible Now
wrests with the learned scholars tosee how far I have
been successfal

To make this volume mteresting and useful to both the
Sanshrit-knonmg Pandits and Enghsh-Lnowing scholais
ahke, we have appended two introductions, one n Sanshnt
and the other n Enghsh The Sanskrit 1ntroduction
contains & somewhat detailed information, both historical
and entical, about the hfe and works of Siyanacharya, and
attempts 1n a very humble way to estimate the greatment
of these as smtable ntroductions for a proper study of our
sacred Vedas The Enghsh mtioduction summanses the
views profounded 1n the Sanshrit Piastivani with some
additional comments upon the premier position of Siyana
as one of the important authourties upon the traditional
exegens of Veda We have also given, besides an exhuastive
content of the vanons topies deslt with here, fom appendices
contaimng very useful mformation The first contans an
alphabetical hst of subject matter treated by Siyana m his
wtroductions The second has got an intetesting alpha
betical hst of the importsnt techmeal terms the third
enumerates the authors and works named and quoted
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here; while the last supphes 2 Jony alphsheties? hst of sl
the quotations irsced to thelr orimpsl sourees I behere
this additions] mstter will help the intendng resdersof
s volume not only 1 thoroughly grasping the varions
ifficalt and comp'ex probems ireated here, which are more
or Jess techmes] and abiirnse  bet will also give a somewhat
scate wsight n properlc apprecustivg the stand-peint of
Sivane 8s an empent wnterpreter of the Veda

1 have very grest pleasure in expressmg my deep debt
of zrstitnde to the scholars whoss works hsve been uhhsed
by me b some vay or cther Tshmald parhienlarls mention
the nsme of Pandit Ssivavrets Simacrsm whose Devana
zan a0d Bengely edihens of the Ssmaveds Sumhiti have
saved me fron many patfalis of testus] miderness

Before condudmy this nete Ishonld very moch hke
to refer to one another name m ths connexon It ys that
of mv lezrned collesge, Professcr Batuk Nsths Sharma
Tt was with bim thst the 1des of poblishing this work
originated and 1t was at s sngyestion thst Itook ap the
work. Tohun T am spec.ally gratefol~for more than I can
express—Ior the constant help be has givem me 1 the

saccessful excoticn of this task
16-0-34
Huda Umnvessity, BALADEVA UPADHYAYA

Yarsnas |
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INTRODUCTION

Tt 1s with very great pleasme that we are presenting
herewith the complete text of Siyanacharya’s all available
mtroductions to his commentaries upon the vamous Sambn
tas of the Vedas No apology 15 ndced needed and hence
we are offering none for the publication of such a work 1t
1310 wonder that so far only lus introduction to the Rg
Veda-Bhisya has been known to the scholars and pubhished
at many places It 15 only the Rg Veda-Semhita which
has attracted the greatest number of scholars who have
tried to iluminate many dark corners by focussing all the
forces of ther eruditton and apphcation The other
Samhitas have not been able to command &n equal amount
of interest The reason i1s not only this that the Rg Vedic
fexts are the oldest and are directly or indirectly
sources of all others, but have also the ground for thewr
cold meglect the diffienltries n  understanding snd
appreciating the subtleties of them import and the
miricacies of therr 1nterpretastion due mawmly to the
lack of speciahsed knowledge %o much needed for
assumlating  the wealth of traditional schohastic lore
gathering a10und them

We cannot but be smcerely grateful to those
magnammous and selfless souls who have devoted
their precious time and energy to the study of the
Vedas, but at the same time we feel and reslise—and
that 13 no ngratitude towards them—that after all the
scholarly and 1ingentous attempts to brng out the



. real import and mgmfication of the Vedic texts, ther
wssome thing left out, lost sight of o1 dismssed wit,
supreme indifference But that ‘some thing’ 1s an
must be wital to all true Hindu hearts The funde
mental pont of difference between the attitude ¢
a western scholar rared and fostercd from s ver
cradle with the glories of Greece and Rome and .
true Hindu untibing fom the first day of us existenc
the undymng traditions of the Sapta-sindhu and th
Aryaverta 19, undoubtedly, in spite of all attempts tc
shale off the feelings of prejudice and predilection, the
fisme of mnd, the structure of heart and the constt
tutton of the soul What wonder can there be if :
pandit of the old orthodon school happens to b
terribly shoched when he finds the dearly loved chile
of Veda treated 10 a step~motherly manner and wherc
a httle coating wonld have pnt 1t 1n genmne spunts
there the surgeons Lmfe 1s freely used The rea
crux of such a seemingly 1nsuperable  ndifference
of method 15 this that the westeiner looks upon the
Veda as something shorn of all assocations and
envionwents which have, m couise of ages, gathered
round 1t and are to & Hindu mnd orgamcally imseparable
To him the veda, bereft of all traditional associations,
18 something 1nconceivable  Fresh fantoms of far.
fetched assomations 1aised up with the want of powerful
scholarship with the help of sounds of chance smlanty
happen to lim meie creatures of fanciful imagination
He deems 1t a low giade of hopeless degeneration to
exchange his hving traditions for the ghosts of self
sufhcient scholarship which are stil matters of doubtful
existence

But unfortunately the depositories of ancient Vedic
lone have been long getting smaller and smaller m
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nuwber The advent of modern method of education,
though quite opportune and useful in certain yespects,
has brought mn its tral a feehng of disdam m the
hearts of the giowing generation for  every thing
old and mdigenous To add to the unenviable sad
pheht of the vedic studies vety fparticularly, a mew
method of approach has been introduced The smd
method, appearing an attractive and novel modus
operundi and heng advoeated 1 learned cucles as
a tiue outcome of critical faculty, soon came into
vogue The method, m itself, 15 gmte harmless and
m fact, 1t has been, paiticularly mats traly philological
and mythological aspects, qymte successfully apphed and
appreciated even by the ancients But to the
dire detriment of efficient education and  superior
scholarsip, 1t has been fondly handed ether by
those who were inmocently ignorant of the basic
realities and fundamental actualittes or by those whose
visions have been hopelessly perveited and distorted by
unsuitable and uncongemal educatien  Sincere scholar-
ship, 1 1ts introspective mvestigation or for formng
final judgment about anything, should not and 1indeed
cannot throw away all things, smmply because they are
old and 10u after otheis merely because they are new It
18 no mgemous 1mdex of superioy wisdom to dub “wrong’
msleading ‘nonsense’ etc and teect all older wiews
solely for the reason that they do not closely fit n with
our own convemently formed opimons In the case of
Trdes sahon wwheielde wtthade © duddy deploreie
No nation on the surface of the earth has ever become
great by despising s own ancient glories and by ehing
out 1ts miserable existence with a few crumps falling from
the mouths of others

One of the most important depositories of the vedie
lore, whose works have come down tous, was undoub-
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tedly Sayandchirya Ths great man of affairs was ab the
same time a great man of letters—a very rare combr
nation even among the ancients He did offiaially what
he could do for the revival of the Vedie Learmng and
Culture Even peisonally he did not spare humself With
the help of brilliant galaxy of erudite giants, he collected
all the avelable ausiiary and ancillary wformations so
imperatively necessary for the elucdation of the Vedwe
texts and with s profound scholarly msight and rare
acute critical faculty assmilated them and put themn
the form of hs Vedic commentaries He thought—
and he was qute right m thinking so—that witnout pro
per guidance 1w the form of prehmipary discourses
imparting all essential matters which a student of Veda,
before he heging his studies, must know, 1t wags 2 hope
less affair to dabble with Vedie interpretations swith the
help of one’s own unbmdled magmation Tt was
with ths purpose 1n view that he annesed his usefal
introductions to the commentaries of the various Sam
hitas Besides s Introduction to the Rg Veda-Bhisya,
all the others have not so far been properly studied
and convemently published Inthe course of our studies
we came to realise that they were nno way less useful
They are perhaps, especially as the other Samhitas
are so lttle known, much more important and of
much greater interest But before we say anything
more about these introductions, we beg to present
to the reader a brief account of their llustrious
author

THE AUTHOR

Sayanfichiryn occupies a umqae place 1 the Hustory of
the Benskrit Laterature The ) 3 taries written
by i on the Vedie Samintas and Brahmapss are the
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most important works of thewr kind, which are of immense
value to us for the proper expostion of the subtle truths
which these works of hoary antigmty contain There has
been a host of commentators of the vedas even before the
advent of Siyana but unknown as many of thewr works
are, most of them are mere names tous Indeed the only
commentator who has had the rare good fortune of comme-
nting upon all the four vedas and whose comments are
still extant 15 the great Siyanichirya himself He was,
along with Ins equally famous elder brother Madhavachirya,
responsible, as 1s rightly asserted by historans, for the
great Renaissance of the Vedic Learning under the bemgn
rule of the early Viayanagara monarchs Fortunately we
possess abundant matemals for fiaming a genume hfe-
history of this great vedic commentator We give below
a bare outhne of the varned Ife and diverse actimities of
this emment sansknit author

HIS FAMILY

Siyana was born in & learned South Indian Brihmana
fammly His father was Miyana and lis mother S'rimaty
He was a Brahwana of the Bhiradvija-gotra, Bodhayana
Sutra and Krsna Yajurveda He belonged to the Taittiriya
Sakhi of the Black Yajmveda, as1s also ewvident from the
fact that the very first vedic commentary he wrote was
upon the Tattiriya Samhita of the Krsna Yapurveda He
had two brothers Madhavachirya and Bhoganatha, of whom
the first was the eldest and the second was the youngest
of the three

The elder brother Midhavicharya occupies a very umpor-
tant place in the history of Dharma S'astra and Mimansi
literatures Besides bemng well versed in various branches
of learmng, he was a great mmster of the first Vyjayanagara
Lings, Harihara and Bukka, Who with ns sagacions counsel
and judicions gmdance founded that ideal Hindu Rajys,
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that never-to be-forgotten empire of Vijayanagara Hes
also credited, on the authority of emmneunt histonans’
with the fomnidation of the aty of Viayansgars which
vas considered w the 16th Cen by foreign travellers
to be the grestest and most chsromng ety 1n the whole
continent of Asim m pownt of grandenr of magmficent
artifices and nichness of artishe detsils idhava 15
alleged to have composed a number of learned works
most of which are sporicos and of late date His
genmne works, however, are—~( 1 ) the voluminous ecommen
tary upon Pardfarasmrh, SmReGf-szew, popularly
known as qaer—sTea, ( 2 ) @R of STy (5) Shifr-
Arsar, an suthontstive work on Jsimmm  System of
Parva Miminsy, (4) faegfefids on the Vedantic topic
of Jivanmukty, (5 ) gsell, a very popular vedsntie work
and ( 6 ) FayE=aTaAIar on the Vedant Sutras, the last two
were composed 1n collaboration with hs spiritusl Gera Bha-
ratitirths when M dhava exchanged the robe the munister
for the Frma of the Samnyismn nnder the neme Vidviranya.

The most mmportant problem connected with the
personahty and identification of Midhava and Vidya-
ranya remawms stll nosolved Some scholars™ enter-
tain very serious dombts as  regards the 1denh-
ficatton of these two authors, but in spte of thar
arguments to the contrary, not enly the Ister bat
even confemporary Wrters® bear testimony to the
fact that Vidriranys was, 1n faet, identical with the
mmster of early Vimgansgara Kings Madhavacharsa

1 Vel K Aigargar, Some Ocrtnb of South
Indmto Indun Catore, p 308and Keihes Swmazi, Arch. Sarvey of
Izdin Report 1907-3 p 239, batthn theowy1s ebjeced to by prof H.
Herss, The Begmnzs of Vijapacagass History pp. 1412
2 Joduan Hutone) Qaarterly, Vol V1, pp 701717
$ Indun Artiynary, 1916, pp 17-1%,
T H Q VoI, VII pp 61114
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It has been rightly pomted out, on mseriptional evidences?,
that Madhavichirys, the elder brother of Siyana, 1s diffe
rent from Madhava, another mimster of Bukka I ( hence
known as Midhiva Mantrin or Amitya Madhava ) who
was not only a profound Uramsadic scholar ( called m the
wmseriphions IafaERFISIAETTE ) but Was, asa warnor of
no mean order, the expeller of Mohammedans from Konkana
and the governor of Goa and Banavase provinces Kane s
amply justified in s appreciative remarks on our author
when he says’ that ‘as an erudite scholar, as a far- snghted
statesman, as the bulwark of the Vyayanagara Kingdom
1n the first days of 1ts foundation, asa Sanyism given to
peaceful contemplation and renunciation n old age, he led
such a varied and useful Ife that even to this day hsisa
name to conjure with’

Bhoganitha, though not so well-known, was yet &
worthy younger brother of Siyana and Madhava He was
the narma-sachwa of Samgama JI, the son of Kampana,
as1s evident from the Bitragunta grant of that ruler®
Unhke s elder brothers who were profound scholars of
Veda, Vedanta, Mumamsi and Dharma §astra, Bhoganatha
was a poet of avery ngh order The Bitragunta grant,
with his numerous other poetical compositions mentioned
m the Alamkira-sudhimdin of Siyana, bears eloquent
testimony to the gieat poetical talents of Bhoganitha
Siyana names and quotes from six of s works Thewr
names are—( 1 ) yalimrar, & hivya based on the Ramayana,
() fagefawa, on the victory gamed by S'va over the
Tropane, demon, { Y IgE@mm, vxnpe o Sk
figures of speech with verses mn praise of Sayaga, () ug-

1 Ind Axt 1916, pp 4-6
2 Kane History of Dharma Sastra, p 374
3 gt Waagf axsqaeEaRee o
Apvegranzy maag firkar @w 0w
Ept Tnd, Vol IIL,p 23
] 3o
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quafaEad, & stotra of mahdganapaty, (v ) IFRATE, con
taiung  verses deseriphive of S'rmgdrarasy, and lagtly

(o) MAaes, eght verses m prase of Gauriniths
Sayana had a very igh opinion about the poetic excellence
of lus brother’s kivyas as he mentionsin one place 1 hu
Alamkara work that the examples of the rules have to
be sought for \n the works of Bhoganitha® That Bhogs
natha wielded a facile poetic pen will be evident to the
students of Sanskwit poetry from the followng beautiful
verses in praise of his patron Samgama IT — ’

wen el ARt |
L 1:mzmrfa qEIE wvwaﬁmﬁ-w s

azagn m{ﬁ’fa qaar mﬂ"gﬁ ax -ma&(
uy Reaar 5 Tea Few gyl ifsmoam i 1o

PERSONAL HISTORY

Bayana was, as18 amply proved by hterary and sert
ptional evidences, connected with four rulers of the Vyaya-
nagara lkingdom, namely, Kampana, Samgama II, Bukka
Iand Hamhbara II Under each of them he ocoupied the
important post of a responsible state mumster Of these,
Kampana, the first patron of Siyana, was the second son
of Samgams I and wag thug the younger brother of Har
bars, the founder of the Vyayanagara hingdom He ruled
over the country wm the east of the Viyaysnagara empire,
possibly 1n the Neliore and Cuddapah districts * Samgama
W, the s of Kampana, was much mdebted to Sigani:
chirya not only for the admmstration of s Lungdom
during his mmority but also for the hberal eduction
imparted to hm i s childhood It appears that Siyana
handed over the kingdom to Samgams II en his attainng

1 Sargreronfy AMERIY gESf
2 Hemas Bequanings of Vijayanagam Hutory, p 94
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majonty and transferred hmself to the court of Ins uncle,
Bukka 1 (1350-1379 ), under whom he held the impor-
tant post of a mmmster and continued to be So even under
his son Hamhara II (1379-1399) when he became the
ruler of the Vijayanagara empire on the death of Ins father

Tt 19 but natural to think of Siyans, the commentator
of the four Vedas, as a profound pandit endowed with the
mental eqmpment of far exceptional kind, but 1t 13 amazing
to find lim a warhke warrior brandishing s sword on
the fields of battle and showing his martwal valour by
feats of uncommon bravery Indeed he was not onlya
great mimdnstkr gven to the abstruse speculations and
mterpretations of the difficult vedic mantras, but was also
a practical admimstrator of a vast kingdom, a responsible
mimster of an extensive empire and above all, & valourous
soldier of & high order In S@yane we find a rare forta-
nate combination of vast learming and practical wisdom,
speculative facalty and physical valour, @iz and ey
He ganed victory over a king called Camps, a ruler of
the Chola country and defeated the chief of Garudaragaral
after attacking the city ;o company with His patron Sam-
gema II  His bravery finds a just appreciation and smtable
expression 1n the following verse of s Alamkara Sudha-
ndn —

HENE A T o |

ey qutr i aRafa 1)
As an admmstrator of a large Lingdom, Sayana was
0o less an eminent success  When Kampana died, s son
Samgama was a mere child Hence the admmstration of
the state fell upon Siyana who as the regent carried ont
s heavy responsibiities 1n a really remarkable way The
followng s'lola from lus alam! dra work speaks of the all-

1 Ind Aot 1916 p 23 M
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round prosperity prevathing durng his time as the regent
of the state—

T el wafy waky S

wETRTgRaa aard @ )

His was a very happy farmly Iife  He had three sonst
named Kampans, Mayana and S'iwngaca. Among these,
Kampana was a fond lover of muasic—an accomphshed
musician  Miayana Was a good poet, clever mn writing fine
verses and beautiful prose 1n Sansknt, and if s idenh
ficatron with Siyana-madhava, the author of FizgaEwE
as proposed by R Narsinhachar® turns out to be correct,
he had full mastery over and a thorongh grasp of the
fundamental metaphysical problems of Tndian Philosophues,
both orthodox and heterodox The thwd son S'ingapa
appears to be a kcen student of Vedas, an expert 1o %q
and @ar recibations Besides, he was far celebrated for hus
magmficent gifts given to worthy Brambanas, as mght be
qustly inferred from certain verses found at the end of lus
father’s Bhasya on fraaaa72I0r |

According to Dr Aufrecht®, Siyapa died in A D 1387
during the reygn of Harthara II Thus he fourished in the
second half of the 14th Century at Vijayansgara in Son-
thern India

HIS WORKS

The monumental Bhasyas of the Vedic Samhitas and
Brahmanas are nightly consdered to be the most important
works of Sayanichirya as showmng Iis deep learning and
wide erudition  But they are not the only works which
our suthor had the good fortune of writing Dr Anufrecht
mentions a number of other works aseribed to Siyana m
variony catalogues of Sanskrt Mss, but onclose examina

1 Vide Sanskrt Introduction, p 7.
2 Ind Ant (1916)p 20
2 Catalogns Catalogorom, p. 711
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tion most of them appear to be spurious and unworthily
fathered upon Siyana by mediocre writers of unknown
date The following works, however, are is genmne com-
positions, as will be evident from the exammnation of even
therr colophons It appears that from the veiry beginmmng
of hus career as 2 mmster Siyana had the laudable inten-
tion of wniting useful works on Dharma, Vydlarana ond

Alam] @ o and thus under the kind patronage of the above-
mentioned Vijayanagara kings he wrote a number of intere
sting books m Sanskrit upon these diverse subjects We
mention below his w11tings 10 a chronological order as far as
1t 18 possible to make out

Siyana’s worhks are —

(1) gwifag fafr—It1s a 1 of moral sayings

culled from a vast hiterature on the subject It appears to be
the earliest work of our author and was composed, asis
dlear fiom the colophon at the end of the work?, durmg
the rexgn of Prince Kampa or Kampapa whose mimster
Siyana was

(2) srafaagaifafir—also known as  Karmavipile—deals
with penances, one of the most important topics of the Hindn
Dharma-g’astras

(8) mgzfa—popularly Lknown as araiar wmigzfa®—1s an
suthontative treatise on Sanskrit verbs It deals in an
exhaustive manner with the verbs given in the Dhatupitha
of prnm Siyana has, as a token of gratitude, mamed
this grammatlcal work after Ins elder brother Maidhava
under whose mspiration he composed most of his valuable
worhs as will be shown later on

ept

1 gl @Rf‘aﬂm»ﬁ&mﬁmﬁm—aﬁmumwm—mm
Wrs GTH{— AT FFITCERITT Ffrf
a1

2 v mamgia Grad 7o |
sreaa g arggffEieEan
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(4) sregrgaitifr—it is & treatise on Sansknit rhetoric
and 18 umique 1 many ways One remarkable peruhanty
of the work consists in the fact that the mapnty of

the 1llustrative verses 15 in the prawse of the anthor
himself When the same author 13 responsible for the

Larikde and wddharane i an alamldre work, generally
tho examples are mthe prawe of some deity or of some
kng or chief who happens to be the patron of the author!
Bubt, unhke most works of Sanshrit Poetws, ihis
srgwrRguiffy gives illustrative verses m  prawse of 1ts
author himself and this distingmshes 1t from the otner
books of the same class It also supplies us with interesting
details about the life and personahty of Sayana and hus
brothers, Whnch are of considerable importance 2

These last three works Weire composed during the reign
of Samgama II, the son of Prince Kampa, as1s clear from
verses given in the beginming and at the end of these
works®

(5) gmzfgq[ﬁ{fﬁ—lt contains a collection of Panra-
mika verses on the topie of gﬁmﬁ‘ and was wnitten at the
nstance of his new patron king Bukka It appears to be
the first work of Siyana when he became attached to the

1 e g all the illnstrations 10 wrraed® of fyamay, waryezasimor
of fyamrr and AxuEANRS of FEEFR alss sfmarfgm
contain pavegy nios of thew mirons, king wifig of Onssa, NAINEZIT
of Warangal and TATIS, son of SIS of Mysore respectively

3 Tor the authors and works quoted 1 this book

Vide Ind Ant (1916)p 22
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court of Bukka and thusis earher in date than the Vedie
commentaries

( 68) Jgwrifiy ( Vedic commentaries )—These will be

treated at some length later on

(7)) sngdigguitafy—It s a medical work and has been
referred to by Siyana 1 s st work?

(8 ) meraeagaifwifis—This 15 a treatise on Vedie ntuals
The last two works were composed by Siyana during the
regn of Harihara I, the son and successor of Bukka T,
whose generosity and high regaid for the Vedic rites are
eloquently prawsed by Siyana i the begiming of these
works

Vedic GQommentaries—The Vedic commentaries are
monuments of vast and varied learning and as such rightly
occupy the foremost place 1 the wribings of Sayanachirya
The introductory verses to the Bhisya on the ffdmatiar
mahe 1t amply clear that Siyana was entrusted with the
composttion of Vedie commentaries bv the King Bukha
on the recommendation of his elder brother Madhava who,
as the spiritual guru, was actually requested by the king
for this responsible task but who, presumably owing to ns
multifarious engagements in other spheres, declined ths
offer in favour of s younger brother Thus it was under
the inspiing  gwidance of Madhava that Siyana wrote his
learned commentaries on the Vedas which he nghtly calls
“Madhav,ya’ after his elder brother as a token of gratitude
towards him 2

Sayana wrote his Bhasyas upon the following five well-
known Vedic Samhitas—

1 sgigguitifasaafifs wheagondifa fowg
quoted 1n Ind, Ant (1916 )p 22
2 For a fuller treatment of the problem,
see the Sanskmt Intredaction pp 14-17
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Siyana wrote us commentaries upon the different

Brihmanas and Arapyakas of the Vedas naturally enough
after he had commented upon thew Samhitas with the
single exception of the Bhisya on the S'atapatha Brihmana
of the white Yajurveda which appears to have been com
posed (as 13 clear from the introductory verses) last of
all, duning the time of Harthara II He commented upon
the following Brahmanas and Aranyakas —
A Brihmana of the Krsna Yajurveda—
(1) 3feby mmor
( 2) 8fvda smeeww
B Brahmana of the Rgveda—
(3) Xata AT
( 4) dta sIroas
C Brihmanas of the Sima Veda —
(5) arwe (T=fn ) mmEe
(6) qg\fERT s
(7) smafrar »
(8) ardga »
(9)3arar ”
(10) m "
(1) et
(12) ag ” B
D Brihmapa of the white Yajurveda—
(18 ) graqer saror

THE PRESENT WORK

The present volume contawns, as has been already
noticed by us, a convement collection of all the available
troductions to Siyana's commentaries upon the Samhutss
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of vartous Vedas A comparative study of these wntroda

ctions furmishes us with the necessary wformation to decrde
the order 1n which they were composed Despite the primacy
of Bg Veda as shown by the famous mantra i the Puiusa
Sikta! and the most honoumed place 1t occupres 1n our
sacred hterature, 1t was Yajurveda vwhich called for the first
commentary at the hands of our author It was properen
the part of Siyapa to wnte s first Bhisya upon Yapur
veds Samta, because 1t 18 most important for the saenfice
and 1t 15 1 oider to perfoam the sacrifice that we must
know the meamng of the Veda In fact, 1t 15 absolutely
needed for the promment officating priest called Adhvaryu
who, bemg 1esponsible for the proper gmdance and practical
mmstration on the oceasion of sacrifical rituals, 15 1ghtly
beheved ‘to constiuct the very form of sserifice’® 1t was
natmal for Siyana, a follower of the Tauttiriya school of
Black Yajur Veda to wiite s fiist commentary upon the
Samhita of his owa school Hence 1t earl be athimed withount
any shadow of doubt that the earliest introduction written
by SAyapa was one that belopgs tothe Bhisya of the
Taittinga Samhita

Out of the remammng Sammtas that of the Rg Veda
claims om greatest attention, not melely because 15 1§
required for the next important priest, the Hot», but for
the reason that 1t 1s the direct somce of metrical mantias
quoted by the others Itisupon the Rls contawned 1n this
Samhita that the Sdman chants aie sung Thus bemng of
greater importance Rg Veda was commented upon before
Sima, which being requued for the third important priest
at the sacnifice, namely the Udedts came to have a commen-
tary m a logical sequence aftex the Rg Veda was farmished

1 == ganfaafit (% tolqolel)
2 agex at fftnfia s @ (= toltsw? )
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with one. Thus the introduction to the Simaveda Bhisya
19 the third 1n the order of 1ts compostion
The Commentary upon the three important Vedas was
thus completed, but Siyana had not asyet directed this
attention towards writing a Bhasya upon the White Yajma
veda To remove this omssion, he next wrote his commen
tary upon the Kipva Samhitd of that veda, as the other
( Miadhyanding ) Samhita of the same Veda was fortunate
enough to possess alearned Bhisya from the pen of that
erudite Vedic interpreter, Achirya Uvats, some three
hundred years before Siyana Thus the mtroduction to the
Kinva occupies the fourth place 1n the order in which 1t
was written
The mtrodaction to the Ssmhita of Atharva veda was
the Iast to be written by Sayans after he had completed
s comments upon  the Samhitis of othor vedas, Siyapa’s
remark? on this pownt isquite conclusive when he tells us
that after commenting upon Yajur-Rg and Sima Sawhitas
which deal with sacrifices the frmits whereof are to be
realised hereafter, he wrote s Bhasya upon the Atharva
which treats of rituals whose results are gsmed bere as
well as hereafter This being the natural order in which
the 1introductions were written, we feel justified for their
arrangement we have adopted here 1n this volume
A BUNNING SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS
‘We beg to make here a short survey of the most impor-
tant topics dealt with 1n these ontrcal ntroductions The
first among these, the introduction to the Taittiriya Sam-
its, 18 very short and paturally the subjects treated of
therews are a few nnumber Asit was natural, Siyapa
has begun  this introduction with the treatment of some
of the fandamental questions abont our sacred Vedas He -
has proposed a sound definition of Vedz and after deseribing
the nature of the proper Adhuldrin—person entitled to
1 Vide Verse 10, p. 119
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the study of this sacred lore—has briefly shown the autho-
ritiveness of the Vedas Next he has dimded Veda mto two
Kandas, the former of which deals with the four-fold
actions and the latter treatsof the way to realse the
Brahman and of the final release from the bondage of thus
world as a result of the knowledge thereof In the end he
has concisely explained the appropriateness of 337 and fivtare
sacrifices as the very first rituals with which the first
Kapda of the Yajur Veda beging, smnce they have been
mamntained to be the sxfy for all the Iater sacrficial rites,
technically known as figfas |

The 1ntroduction to ns Commentory upon the Rg Veda
Samhitd has deservedly been very popular with the
students of Veda becanse 1t contans a wealth of useful
wformation about the nature and mterpretation of the
Veda Here the author has taken prodigious paws to give
& thorough as well as authoritative exposition of all the
fundamental questions touching not merely the Rg Veda
to which1t forms a smtable ntroduction but the whole
field of Veda mn gemeral The fust important problem
tackled by our authoris the defimtion of Veda Biyana
has, with a sound refutation of the arguments put forth by
the I:Liqf‘aq:(, very ably proved that the Vedic mantias do
express some mtellgible meamng which can be properly
made out with the axd of the Nirukta and allied auxihary
hterature, and hence that the mantra and Brahman porti-
ons of the Vedas do possess therr own authoritativeness
To prove these statements our author does not hesitate 1
gwing lengthy dAdhtkaranas 1 full from the Mimansi-sutea
of Jaumm with ks brief comments upon the sutras After
proving the AT of Veda and describing the nature
and classification of Mantra and Brdhmana, S'ayans has
a lengthy discussion about the utility of the study of the
Vedas which he concludes with recording his just prase and
Ingh appreciation for the person who thoroughly under-
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stands the subtle ymport of the Vedic mantras as the
crowmug result of Ins successful Svddhydyn To conclude
hig treatment of the Vedic problems, our anthor has given
a thorough discription of the six ‘hmbs’ of Veda and has
amply shown the vay m which each of them help an nter
preter of Veda i properly handhng the divers problems
connected with Veda and Vedic rituals

The next introduction to the commentary upon Sima
veda contams pieces of vory useful information which are
of more techorcal nature than those we have as yet derived
from the previous ntroductions With a preluminary survey
of the pattme of Manire and b1 dhmana our author plunges
mnto the deep diseussion of vaitous techmeal problems about
the recitation and classification of Sdman chants on the
occasion of srerifices  These practieal problems, sizty two mn
nnwber, are based npon the texts of Purva Mimansa system
and the solations proposed there of goa great way to
prove the utihty of Sdirans for the sacrifical ritusls With
a briet comment upon the wuportant topic of the expressi-
veness of the Vedic mantras this Iengthy mtroduetion 18
brought to a'successful conclusion

The anthot begins his mtrod to the tary
upon the Kinva Samhiti with certamn ugeful prelmunary
remarks about the nature and schools of the White Yajur
veda The important topie dealt with later on concerns the
interpretation of that famons Vedic text ‘greqrisiiasa
which Has been explained 1n vartous ways by the diffierent
‘schools of Muminst The utihty of the study of Veda has
been next treated of by our author, who, after giming an
onthne of the subjects treated in the for ty adhyayas of the
white Yajurveda SBambiti and showing the appropriateness
of the Dars'a and Panrnamdse isfis a3 marhing the begin
ting of the Vedic ritusls, conclades this short introduction
by his usual remarhs about the nature and classification of
the Vedie mantras
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Naturally 1n the begimnmng of his introduction to the
Bhisya of Atharvaveda Siyapa has, on the strength of
smtable authomtative texts of the Purdnds and Smrtzs,
treated at great length the wusefulness of Atharvaveda as
5 distinet subject of practical study for the royal Purokute
and the officating priest called Brakimd on the occasion
of Vedic sacrifices The interprefation of the text
saramIsYasa . and the utiliby of the study of Veda as
consisting of the knowledge of subtle umport of the mantras
1t contans, with a learned ecritweism of the theory of
Prabhikaia advocated thereon, are the promment topies
which have called forth an elsborate exposiion at the
hands of Sayanichirya Our author has taken very great
pans 1 explaimng the supremely important subject of
Préminya of the Vedic tests, whch he, aftex demolishing
various theories held by the philosopheal schools of different
persuasion, both orthodox and heterodox, shows with the
a1d of learned arguments to be self-proved” With a learned
eriticism of the theories of the logicians and grammanans
as regards the nature of ‘word’, Siyana proves the eterna-
hty of Veda and concludes ths intersting and usefal mtio-
duction with a detavled enumeration of the various actions
which have been enjoined 1n tins Samhati

A CRITICAL SURVEY OF THE CONTENTS

The short survey we have made above of the 1mportant
contents of these introductions will not only show that
there 1s a logical sequence 1n the systematic tieatment of
the prominent Vedie problems here, but will alse piove
that they mutually supplement, 1w an excellent way, the
formation contained by each of them It will further show
that our author has dealt with tno types of topics, one
general and the other special The general topies pertam
to the fundamental conceptions about the nature, authorita-
tiveness, defimtion and clasaification of Veda' In fact, every
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unportant thing touching Veda and Vedic™ interpretation
finds a smtable and exhaustive trestment at the handsdf
this grest Vedic commentstor We give below a bare
outhne of mam topes with which these introducttons
repeatedly deal
Veda 15 defined as the sum of mantras and Brihmanas-
a defimtion adopted here from the maaftarr of migera’
After critieally reviewing the varions views about the auth
ontativeness of Veda held by the philosophers of differen
schools, Siyana shows on the authority of Mimansi texts
that the Veda 13 self-lummnous (egg wwor) and cao
dlustrate itself as well asother things® Indian Jarfam
hold on the anology of works wtitten by human author
that the Veda has also got a personal author but Siyaps
following the classical Mimansi writers hag farmshed cone
lusive proofs for the aqigdaea of Veda®. The Vedas are
eternal as they are self-revealed and have come 1ot
enstence without the aid of any agency, divine or human
Some hold that the Veda 18 not worth interpretation
1nasmuch as some of the Mantras contained therewn are
amlngunous, some are absurd, some are contradictory, some
repeat what 19 already Lnown, while some donot convey
any meaning whatsoever Proving the incorrectness of the
above view, Styapa has given an exhaustive expositon of
the true nature of the Vedic Mantras® which are used 1n
the sacrifices not only for the purpose of bringing 'out some
unseen ment called Aparva through their utterance but
also for the purpose of expressing some intellinible meaning
As regards a smtsble defimition of mantras and Brihma
pas nto which the Veda 1s dinded, different views have
been offered and eriticised and 1t has been shown that since
the mantras and Bishmagas are 8o various in kind, except

19215 I pp 15-24, 129-133
3 pp 33-34, 133-154 4 pp 13=17, 100, 117
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denomination { FawEame ) theie 13 no common quality which
will serve for a trne defimtion So the denomination of the
mantras, as they are used 1 the words, ‘this 18 the mantra’,
18 the defimtion of a mantra and whatever 1n the Vedais
not a mantra 18 a Brihmana and that 13 the only conve-
ment way of offeng a workable defimtion of the consti-
tuents of the Veda! These Vedic mantras are of three
different kinds®—Rk, Sdma and Yoyuh Mantras mn a

metrcal form are known as Ris, those i the from of songs

are Sdmans and those that are neither metrical nor adopted
for singing, but are n plain prose are Ydjuhtexts Ihisupon
tins dufference between the three kinds of mantras that the
distinction between the Vedas-Rg, Sama and Yajur—rests

The Subject matter of Veda 15 the next important tome
repeatedly dealt with in most of these ntroductions Veda
13 drvided mto two sections ( qug ), the first of which has
for 1ts subject matter the treatment of actioms, while the
other, the treatment of Brahma and the means of His
realisation Thus Dharms and Brahma are the subject
matter respectively of the two sections into which the
whole of Vedais dinded Vedas the only depository of
Dharma and Brahma because these two cannot be obtained
from any other sourece and hence thewr knowledge 1s the
immediate use ( gfte ) of the Veda The study of this
sacred work 13 emjowed by such text as TETETAISTIEET
which, though explamned by different writers in different
ways, has been proved to mean not merely the acqmsition
of some unseen spiritual revard through the bare recitation
of the mantrasit conssts of, but also the proper under-
standing of the meaning of these mantras The mastery of
the text and ceremomal perfection ( ify and #regix) are
claumed to be the real import af such sacred mjunctions
and the vinble rewards always attendmg the study of Veda

1 pp 37-38,112 2 34-36, 64-65, 62,111
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We must, therefore, conclude that the injunction to study
the text of the Veda auns at the mastery of the text The
persons who are entitled by the above S'rut: text to the
study of this sacred work are those who belong to the three
higher castes becanse they are permutted to have thew
own imtiation ceremony The women and the s'iidrag thongh
need that knowledge, yet should not meddle with Veds,
because they have nob been invested mith the sacred thread
and hence are prolubited’

Besides the treatment of these common topics Siyapa
has dealt with some special sabects 1n Ius different intro-
ductions A. detaded account of gg7 and didimg with
their appropriateness as the untl ntes marhing the beg-
nming of the first section of Veda finds a smtable deseription
1 the introduction to the Taittuiya Samitd The introdo.
ction to Rg-veda has, beaides the Ingh praise lavished upon
one who properly understands the subtle meanings of
Veda, a comprehensive survey of all the six Angas of Veda
and the aid they furmsh in the wterpretation of the Vedic
mantras The introduction to Sima Veda 15 replete with
the treatment of matteis of a techmeal hind which deal
with the complex problem of Sima chanting The contents
of all the forty sections of the White Yazjurveda along
with the g5t and Glotare 11tuals have been dealt with
the mtroduction to the Kapva Samhti, whie the use,
Jraise and school of the AtharvaVeda with an enumeration
of vartons actions treated therein are the proper topies
shids v wbben barcesafnlls drserked v i ety nhore
duction to the Atharva Samhita Thus a critieal analysis of
the content snpply us with almost all the important infor-
mation which we must possess, before we commence a really

eritieal study of this ancient and diffienlt text

PRI

Tep 2843
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CRITICAL ESTINMATE.
EQUIPMENT OF A VEDIC INTERPRETER

Our sacred Vedas are the most ancient work in the
vast range of the Indo~European hiterature To this element
of remoteness of time must be added the depth of meanings,
the obsecurity, of expressions and the obsoleteness of gram
matical forms The result 18 that to do full justice to and
to interpret the subtle import of the mantras of the Vedas
1 a thoroughly satisfactory manner 18 « work of no small
magnitude Hence an mterpreter of the Veda must have
some traditional materials at ls command before he sets
on the difficult task of elaborately elucidating the varied
and various meamngs of their mantras The most umportant
of these traditional matenals, greatly needed for a Vedic
scholar, are those that are supphed by the well known
aix lunbs (Vedanga) of the Veda, namely fiyar, wew, sart,
fret, grga_ and sAfyw | Stlshd! wherem s teught the
method of pronouncmg letters, accents ete 18 absolutely
needed for the accurate reatation of the Vedic mantras
Kalpa® stating as 1t does the application of the various
texts, 18 useful 1n teaching the performance of the sacrifice
Grammar® should be studied for determmmng the forms
and meanings of words from the mstiuction 1t gives as to
roots, suffixes and the hike and thus 1t 1s of immense value
wm the exposition of the meaning of Vedic words, because
only that person who hnows the laws under which letters
are dropped, or added, or modified, will be able adequately
to gnard the Vedas and to understand thewr mesnmng
Nirukta teaches us the elymologies of difficult words of the
Veda and sufficently supplements the awd glven by Sanskrit
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grammar’ Chandat1s useful for knowing the meters of
the mantras and Jyotisa for determumng the tunes and
seasons proper for saerifices, Besides these six Ingas,s Vedie
mterpreter must be endowed with the knowledege of the
very interesting and useful materials contaned n the
Puripas Itibasas? and Dharma Shastrss, because without
these a man cannot properly appremate and thorou
ghly understsnd the associations which have gathered,
during a long tuwe, round the sacred mantras of
the Veda He must be well versed 1n the auxihary Vedie
books known as Anulromanis as well and with therr md
must know the rsi, metre and devatd of every mantra® Bat
the most essential subject of study mmensely needed for
the traditional exposition of the fundamental problems
touching Veda and Vedic mterpretation must be that
cmnent system of Hindu thought commonly known as
Mimtinsi The supreme purpose for which the depart
ment of Lonwledge came 1nto beng 13, as nghtly
suggested by 1ty very name, to 1nvestigate the defimtion
and nature of Veds ond the apparant contridictions which
to a superfical mnd seem to enst in the varions ntuals
treated by thy different Vedas* ‘Its purpose’, rightly says
Somandtha 1 s Mayfihhamali, 45 to detrmuine sense
of revelation’

Henes for a scholar who wishes to dive deep 1into the
true meamngs and subtle sigmfieance of the Vedie wantras,
an acquaintance with the Mimansi doctrines and rules
of Vedic interpretation 15 absolutely essential by way of
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wtroduction before he proceeds duwectly with the Vedie
tests Judged by these requirements of & Vedic mterpreter
wich a errtical 1ntroduction must necessarily contain, these
wtroductions of Siyana to s commentaries upon the
various Vedic Samhitas turn out to be orthodox models
of what a truly useful and authoudative introduction
should be

SAYANA AS A VEDIC COMMENTATOR,

The great Siyanichirya has made the most direct
and most 1nportant contributions to the Vedic exegess
In inerpreting the Veda he nghtly exploits the aid afforded
by the six Vedic Angas, the Puranis, and the Miminsa,
He s a thorough~gomng Iimdnswia and therefore in s
commentary upon the Vedas he justly re inforces the subs.
tantal axd given by the other departments of knowledge
by the profound and tracitional views of the Vedic inter-
pretation which Myménsi contamns In these very mformng
and learned ntroductions to his Bhisyas upon the Vedas
he has furmshed all the important prehminary matters
which a student, before he sets sail npon the vast ocean of
the deeply sigmficant Vedas, must be m possession of It 1z
natural to find Mimansi playing a very significant rolen
these eritical Intioductions Indeed, they are replete with
the most, fandamental views and the traditional doctrines
which Miminsa has to propound about the nature, infalh-
bility and authoritativeness of our sacred Vedas We shall
very briefly show the nature of Mimansi doctrines which
ou. author has so ably set forth in the pages of these
Introdections

The doctrine that the Vedic mantras are expressive
of mtelhgent meamngs1s based wpon the wrafwgifrsto
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of Mimansi Sutris, first Adhyays, 2nd Pada, Sutras 31-53
The srefarg portion of the Brah has been mentained
to have an equal authoritativeness with that portion which
deals with the njunctions (fifys) and 1t is based upor
the Ist Adhkarana of the second Pida of the first Adhyays
Sutras 1-18, known as sgaggifasor | The proposition which
proves that the Vedas donot owe thewr emstence to the
agency of any personal author but are eternal 18 lihewiz
founded upon the Izrdtaamefiraor (1, 1. 27-32) of qisiwra
The defimtion of mantra and Brihmana and the threefold
dinsions of mantras into s%, 2y and @ along with
their proper defimtions have ther basis in the different
Adhilaragas of the first Puds of the second Adhyiya
Sutras 52-37 So much for the common topics repeatedly
treated by Siyapa in these Intoductions As regards the
special subjects dealt with here, the Mimansi sutras are
no less Imd under contribution Thus the whole of the
elaborate Introduction to the sywwfar contamns a detalled
exposition of 62 techmeal topes of gsiwan which have
got their bearings upon the various complex problems of the
singing of Simans and theiwr utihty and application for the
purpose of sacntce Indeed, the whole of this Intoducton
consists of lengthy extracts from the different Adhysyas
of Sfuframmrmfias, a very wnportant work on qisfimar,
composed by us elder brother, the grest Madhaviichirya
The lengthy and learned discussion about wrearsreasst in
the ntroduction to gvgmiFammrea and swmegar of Veda
with a entical survey of the different doctrines held by
the followers of dufereut philosophical schools which our
asuthor has made 1n the introduction to srgTafiar e traly
prove the great service wto which the Mimansi doctnnes
have been pressed for expounding the 1mportant views held
by the traditionalists about the supreme authoritativenss
of the Vedas und the complete usefulness of their inte
Ihgent study,
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THEIR USEFULNES FOR A MODERN
STUDENT OF VEDA

We have repeatedly asserted that the Vedic commen.
taries written by Sayanichirys are, i spite of ther
occasional apparent contradictions in the nterpretation of
certan Vedic passages, the only sure and consistent gmde
m the understanding and the exegesis of the Mantras
of the Vedas They are valuable not only for an orthodox
Vadika but also fo. a modern student of this ancient
iteratare of the Hindus Those who press the sciences of
Comparative Phiology and Comparative Mythology mto
the service of Vedic exegesis will find in these illummnating
Bhisyas matters which are of especial 1terest to them
Siyana has, 1n the course of s commentaries, taken mto
account the valuable helps rendered by the sciences of
Etymology ( Nirukta ) and Grammar ( Vyikarara) Car
author has not only utilised the contuibutions made by
Yiskan his Nnukta but has himself proposed switable
meamngs of difficult Vedie wordsin accordance with the
rules of Etymology, where Yaskais wholly suent The
science of grammar has been, specially n the commentary
upon the first dsta/a of Hgveda, fully taken into aceount
m the iterpretation of the Vedic Mantras where accents
play unportant parts Siyanachirya has collected every
1tem of mythological interest associated with the meamng
of Vedic hymns which will yield even a modern student
of Veda & rich harvest of very useful results Besides these,
Siyana’s commentaries are the only estant Bbasjas
complete in every respect 1n a vast commentorial hierature
which has gradually grown round the Vedas In these,
Sayana has utiised even those valuable comments which
are perhaps lost for ever or are only partially Lnown to
us 1o these times Under these circamstances, Siyanais
the only commentator who can supply us with the direct
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tradttional meamngs of the Mantras as handed down from
generation to generation of the native Vedic interpreters
We firmly believe that areally sympathetic and entied
study of Siyapa's Commentaries wil be valusble even
from the stand-pownt of a moedern student of Vedas engaged
in unravehny the idden mysteries of the Vedic languaze
wd religion

The mtroductions to these Vedic commentaries we have
collecied here amply furmsh a stodent of Veds withall
the supremely mportant doctrines which he must possess
before he directly begins the practical study of the Vedie
texts Besides, these will mnpart the necessary wsight 1nto
properiy appreciatiog and clearly understanding the genmoe
spintt sn whieh Siyans has wrntten g learned snd monu
mental Bhisyas We have firm behief that a precice study
of these valuable Intreductions will show us not only the
traditional mode of the proper nterpretation of the
Vedas bat also the nght way i whieh these most
ancient sacred tevts should be handled It 15 the
sheer msanderstanding of the wiew-pomt of ths

t Vedie o tator which has uannecessanly
cslled forth the undeserved obloguy heaped upon the
sacred bead of the great Siyana not only by the so—called
foreign Vedie scholars who, placed as they are, are wholly
ignorant of the mportsnt irsditions and associstions
which have grown round this most ancent and sscred
work 1n course for many centuries but also by the vanous
Indian diserples of these Laropean Gurus, who, thouzh
fortunate enough te be 1n a position to understand properly
the defierent Vedic traditions, do blindly follow their lead
and feed the unfortunate young students placed under their
care upon the 1ll-digested and half-haled thesries of these

western Vaidikag', Indeed theonly safe gumde which we
poseess 1 thrse times when even the masters of the
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‘historical method’” differ fiom one another as regards the
obvious meanings and plain enterpretations of easy Vedie
Mantras 13 the traditionally umform and deeply suggesstive
Bhasyas of Siyana With hus hus scholastie nterpretations
the great Sayaniicharya has been, and indeed will be, the
supremely reliable gumde to effect our first entrance 1nto
the mamfold mystries of this impregnable fortiess of Vedie
language and Vedic rehgion In fact, every one who enters
on the study of Veda owesn an abundant measure a deep
debt of gratitude to this great authonty on the Vedie
exegesis We cannot properly imagne what the condition
of Vedic scholarship would have been to day without the
g1 a%mT of our eminent author 1 which the great Vedic
exegesist has not left a smgle word unexplawed, however
obseare 1t may be It 13 not that this eminent seivice done
by Siyana has not been recogmsed even by the modern
Western scholars who have devoted their time and labour
towards areally critical and i a way wntensive study of
this most ancient Aryan hterature Thus Prof Wilson 1s
amply justafied (and we beheve thoroughly impartial )
when he makes these critical remarks in the introduction
to s translation of the first dstake of Rg-Veda—He
(Siyana ) undoubtedly had a Lnowledge of s text far
beyond the pretensions of any European scholar, and must
have been in possession, erther through his own learnng
or that of s asmistants, of all the interpretation which
had been perpetuated by traditional teaching from the
early times’

We beg to conclude our very humble remarks as to the
great intrnsic worth of Siyana's work asa truly rehable
gude 10 the dfficult tash of interpretation of Vedic
Mantras with the folloning extract from Prof Max
Mauller's preface to s Vedic Hymns ( Part I p XXX ) —
Those who recollect the listory of Vedie scholarshp duning
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the last fivc and twenty years hnow best that withallats
faults and weaknesses, Siyana's commentary was a sine qus
non for a scholarhke study of the Rgved I do not wonder
that others who have more recently entered on that stady
are inchned  to speah disparagingly of the scholastic inter
pretations of Siyana They hardly know how much weall
oweto s gumdance in cffecting our first entrance into
this fortress of Vedic language and Vedic rehgion, and how
much even they, without being aware of it, are indebted
to that Indsan Eustathws

.. We ought to bear 1n mnd that five and twenty years
ago, we could not bave made even our first steps, we conld
never at least have gamned a firm footing without leading
strings’

Hindu Unyversity, )
Benares f BALADEVA UPADHYAYA
16 3 84
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